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s&d, rainy 4ay when the sponsors of the infant
Charles Stuart undertook for him promises
which were vgry loosely kept and very inade-
quately fulfilled in after years.

At that time, however, he was merely a plump
baby, swarthy and vigorous, and so ugly that
even his mother pretended to be ashamed of
him, although she boasted, with pardonable
pride, that " his size and features supply the
want of beauty/5

As Charles grew into boyhood in the sober
atmosphere of his father's Court, these compensat-
ing graces seem to have played a curious part in
his relations with Mrs. Windham, his nurse.
This familiar creature - as Clarendon, anticipat-
ing the observations of Freud, gravely relates in
his memoirs - would snatch him up, and " when
the concourse of the people was greatest - nikil
muliebre prater corpus gerens - would use great
boldness towards him." How much, one wonders
in passing, was his adult life to be conditioned by
these early influences ? By the time he was eight
years old, the more obvious and conventional
part of his education was begun with the appoint-
ment of two tutors, Brian Duppa, who afterwards
became Bishop of Winchester, and that " very
fine gentleman " and perfect pattern of the old
nobility, William Cavendish, Earl of Newcastle*